
Master of International Affairs (MIA) Students program
may instead choose the Foreign Language Specialization,
which requires completion of two Intermediate or
advanced language courses in Arabic, Armenian, Hebrew
Persian or Turkish, and one approved MEI regional
course.  Students are required to register for the Foreign
Language Specialization before proceeding with
coursework.

The Middle East Institute (MEI) at Columbia

University, founded in 1954, promotes the

interdisciplinary study of the Middle East and

North Africa together with associated regions

of Central Asia, South and Southeast Asia, Sub-

Saharan Africa and related global communities.

Drawing on the expertise of faculty and the

interests of students located across the many

academic departments and specialized schools

of the university, the Institute’s activities focus

on the advancement of academic knowledge

and the enhancement of public understanding.

To fulfill the regional specialization, students must
complete a total of three graduate-level courses (9 credits)
drawn from at least two different disciplines. Students can
choose from a wide array of courses in the humanities and
social sciences offered through SIPA, the Graduate
School of Arts and Sciences, and the Law School.
Students may also petition to take other graduate courses
that cover the Middle East, with the prior approval of the
Specialization Coordinator.

SIPA Middle East Regional Specialization

A B O U T  T H E  M I D D L E  E A S T

I N S T I T U T E

F o r e i g n  L a n g u a g e  R e g i o n a l  S p e c i a l i z a t i o n C O N T A C T

Specialization Coordinator: Astrid Benedek 

Email: amb49@columbia.edu

Office: Knox Hall, Suite 301

Visit: www.mei.columbia.edu 

Sign up for our mailing list to stay up to date on

all the latest events and offerings at MEI .  

N E W  O P P O R T U N I T Y :  



E v e n t s :   r e g u l a r   p r o g r a m m i n g  a n d  a  w i d e

v a r i e t y  o f  f a c u l t y -  a n d  s t u d e n t - i n i t i a t e d

s c h o l a r l y  e v e n t s  s u c h  a s  b o o k  l a u n c h e s ,

f i l m  s c r e e n i n g s ,  a n d  g u e s t  l e c t u r e s .

W o r k s h o p  S e r i e s :  T h e  I f r i q i y y a  C o l l o q u i u m ,

A d a b  C o l l o q u i u m  a n d   S h a r ī ʿa  W o r k s h o p s ,

d e d i c a t e d  t o  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  a n d

d i s s e m i n a t i o n  o f  n e w  r e s e a r c h .  

A c a d e m i c  P r o g r a m s :  I s l a m i c  S t u d i e s  M A

( I S M A )  a n d  a  M A  D u a l  D e g r e e  w i t h  A g a  K h a n

U n i v e r s i t y  a s  w e l l  a s  a  M i d d l e  E a s t

G r a d u a t e  C e r t i f i c a t e  t h a t  c a n  b e

u n d e r t a k e n  i n  c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  a n y

g r a d u a t e - d e g r e e  p r o g r a m

L a n g u a g e  C i r c l e s :  W e e k l y  l a n g u a g e

p r a c t i c e  f o r  A r a b i c  a n d  P e r s i a n  

F e l l o w s h i p s :  F o r e i g n  L a n g u a g e  a n d  A r e a

S t u d i e s  ( F L A S )  F e l l o w s h i p s  f o r  A c a d e m i c

Y e a r  o r  i n t e n s i v e  s u m m e r  l a n g u a g e  s t u d y .

L a n g u a g e  T u t o r i n g :  S u b s i d i e s  f o r  l a n g u a g e

i n s t r u c t i o n  t h r o u g h  L a n g u a g e  M a i n t e n a n c e

T u t o r i a l s  a n d  f u l l y - f u n d e d  o n l i n e

C o n v e r s a t i o n  P r a c t i c e  w i t h  N a T a k a l l a m .

C h e c k  o u t  t h e  f u l l  l i s t  o f  p r e - a p p r o v e d  c o u r s e s

o n  t h e  M E I  w e b s i t e :

w w w . m e i . c o l u m b i a . e d u / l i s t - o f - e l i g i b l e - c o u r s e s

O T H E R  O F F E R I N G S  A T  M E I

S A M P L E  F A L L  C L A S S E S  T H E  F I L L  T H E
M E N A  R E G I O N A L  S P E C I A L I Z A T I O N :  

H U M A N  R I G H T S :  R e f u g e e s ,  F o r c e d  M i g r a t i o n ,  a n d

D i s p l a c e m e n t  w i t h  L a r a  J .  N e t t e l f i e l d

H I S T O R Y :  I s l a m i c  M o v e m e n t s  i n  t h e  M i d d l e  E a s t

w i t h  R a s h i d  K h a l i d i

I T A L I A N :  T r a v e l  L i t e r a t u r e  i n  a n d  f r o m  t h e

M e d i t e r r a n e a n  w i t h  K o n s t a n t i a  Z a n o u

J E W I S H  S T U D I E S :  H i s t o r y  o f  J e w s  i n  t h e  I s l a m i c

W o r l d  i n  M o d e r n  T i m e s  w i t h  A l o n  T a m

M E S A A S :  S t u d y  o f  G e n d e r  a n d  S e x u a l i t y  i n  t h e

A r a b  W o r l d  w i t h  J o s e p h  A  M a s s a d

P O L I T I C A L  S C I E N C E :   N a t i o n a l  S e c u r i t y  S t r a t e g i e s

o f  t h e  M i d d l e  E a s t  w i t h  C h a r l e s  F r e i l i c h

S I P A :  S e c u r i t y  a n d  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  P o l i t i c s  o f  t h e

P e r s i a n  G u l f  w i t h  L a w r e n c e  P o t t e r


